
 

 

Minutes of a meeting of Arreton Parish Council held on Monday 13th September 2021 at 7.00pm in 
Arreton Community Hall 

 

Present: Cllrs Calloway, Cooper, Gurney-Champion, Healy, Orchard, Roberts and Verey 
In attendance: Sheila Caws (Clerk) and seven members of the public. 
 

In the absence of Cllr Kimber, Cllr Calloway took the chair. 
 

140/21     Apologies for Absence 
    Cllr Kimber (on the mainland) and IWC Cllr Ellis (unwell).   
 

141/21     Questions from the public 
    There were no questions. 
  
142/21      To receive and confirm the minutes of the previous meeting (12th July 2021) 

 The minutes of the meeting held on July 12th were confirmed and signed – proposed Cllr 
Gurney-Champion, seconded Cllr Roberts. 

 

143/21    To receive regular reports 
(a)  Isle of Wight Councillor – in the absence of IWC Cllr Ellis there was no report. 
(b)  Cemetery and Churchyard matters – nothing to report. 
(c)  Highways and footpaths – the IW Council’s application for a grant to undertake substantial 

changes at the Robin Hill and Hare and Hounds junction was unsuccessful.  This was 
especially unfortunate as the queues there recently have been worse that ever.  It was 
suggested that the Clerk write to Island Roads requesting a meeting at the site and also at 
the junction at the bottom of Downend Road to see what can be done to alleviate matters.  
It was also suggested that the Clerk ask exactly where the gas main is situated in the field 
next to the road at Robin Hill which prevents expansion of the junction there. 

 

  Cllr Verey suggested that an air quality survey be done as so much stationary traffic must 
generate pollution. 

(d) IWALC – two meetings were held.  The July meeting was IWALC’s AGM and mainly covered 
annual reports and the election of representatives to various IW bodies.  Myself and 
Councillor Calloway attended the (Zoom) meeting. There was little of interest to report.  As 
is often the case with IWALC, some of the more interesting discussions were not related to 
agenda items as discussion is often not very focussed. 

 

Lora Peacey-Wilcox, the new IW Council Leader, gave a brief unscripted address.  This was 
not a list of policies or promises but there was an undertaking to involve parish and town 
councils more in IW Council decisions.  IWALC meetings might be held in County Hall in the 
future.  She took some questions afterwards - the most emotional of which related to the 
approval by the Planning Committee of the Westridge Farm development in Ryde.  

 

The annual reports were not noteworthy.  Elections to outside bodies were done, with one 
hiccup in that the agenda did not list, or seek nominations for, the IWALC rep on the IW 
Planning Committee. This will be addressed at the August meeting. 

 

The proposed division of the IW into two parliamentary constituencies was discussed.  It 
was agreed to submit an IWALC submission in support of local councils focussing on the 
importance of not splitting town and parish council areas between MPs and taking notice 
of the views of town and parish councils. 

 

The August meeting was a subject meeting on planning, attended by Councillors Verey and 
Calloway – see attached report. 
 

Chairman’s report – in his absence, the Chairman sent a report which was read out by the 
Clerk.  He started with an apology for not being present due to a date miscalculation – he 



 

 

thought the meeting was last Monday!  This should not happen again as the dates are now 
on the calendar. 
 

Defibrillators – the Chairman confirmed that Hale Common Suzuki does not have a 
defibrillator.  He discussed the possibility of one being sited there but they made the point 
that the Fighting Cocks might be a better location.  He spoke to the Fighting Cocks owner, 
Sam, on 8th September and he was enthusiastic and would contribute to the cost as they 
had been considering getting one.  This is an agenda item.   
 

Flooding – the downpour in late July caused extensive flooding and the Chairman was 
contacted by a resident whose property suffered internal flooding.  The stream responsible 
is the Yar tributary that drops from Arreton Down before turning and flowing south east on 
the northern side of the village to Haseley Manor and the River Yar.  He responded in a 
personal capacity and copied other councillors in.  The IW Council is the lead local flood 
authority for the watercourse.  As such on becoming aware of a flood in its area, it must, to 
the extent that it considers it necessary or appropriate investigate who is responsible and if 
it carries out an investigation must publish the results.  He thinks the key phrase here is "to 
the extent it considers necessary or appropriate” - and he would expect that, partly because 
of the unusual intensity of the rain and the small number of properties affected, the Council 
will conclude it would be inappropriate to investigate.  This is an Agenda item for discussion 
and it may be that the PC will decide to put pressure on the IW Council to investigate.  
 

Other matters - I attended the VJ church service and wreath laying in August.  There was an 
impressive turn-out with a full church.  

(e)  Meetings reports – Cllrs Kimber and Gurney-Champion attended an on-line meeting on a 
proposal that has been made to bring back a railway line from Ryde to Newport.  Report 
attached. 

 

 Cllr Roberts was unable to attend the meeting of the South Wight Parishes Health and Well-
being Forum.  However, it was noted from the minutes that the question was raised as to 
why was it has become so difficult to see a GP?  The simple answer is a shortage of doctors. 

 

  Cllr Verey attended a meeting of the Environment and Sustainability Forum, where the 
subject under discussion was the IW Council’s Climate and Environment Strategy. 

(f)   It was agreed that cherry trees for the Churchyard and Gore Cemetery could be purchased 
for planting in November – see agenda item 148/21.  

(g)  Clerk’s report – Agenda and Minutes Record: the Clerk has met with Neil Pitman from 
Brighstone Landscaping to discuss the work noted during the annual inspection of the burial 
grounds. 

 

The Clerk has contacted the pest control operative and a further visit will take place at the 
end of September.  The minimum charge is £30 up to a maximum of three hours and £10 
per hour thereafter. 

 

The Clerk has contacted Island Roads with a view to discussing verge management and is in 
the process of arranging a meeting. 

 

Following an approach from Cllr Calloway, the Clerk has contacted Arreton Barns regarding 
litter bins at the bus stops but has not, as yet, received a reply. 

 

The Zoom subscription has been cancelled. 
 

Other matters: the planning application for an extension to no.3 Heasley Cottages has been 
approved. 

 

The Clerk was contacted by a resident of Park Cottages to say that the concrete paths 
around the central area were becoming overgrown, as the grass was overlapping the edges 
by some considerable margin.  A site visit followed, photographs were taken and Island 
Roads were contacted as they cut the grass.  A few days later, Island Roads visited the site 
and cleared the paths. 

 



 

 

There is a dead tree by the bus stop outside Dovecotes in Merstone, which has the potential 
to cause some damage in the event of high winds.  The Clerk has reported this to Island 
Roads, who have marked the case as ‘investigated’ and then ‘open’. 

 

The new dog bin near to the gates of Haseley Manor is now in place but, as it is green and 
on the ground, it is not very visible.  If requested to do so, the Clerk will contact Island Roads 
to ask if it can be raised up. 

 

The Clerk was contacted by Carol Flux from Natural Enterprise to discuss the area to the 
west of the Hare and Magpies sculpture, as she was unsure of the ownership.  A site visit 
took place late last week but the Clerk has not, as yet, had an opportunity to follow up her 
questions. 

 

Today, the Clerk received the dividend payment from Roach Pittis for the WG Wyld Trust.  
This is in marked contrast to previous years, when the Clerk has usually had to chase 
payment in December. 
 

144/21  To receive any declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interest and requests for 
dispensations under the Localism Act 2011. To give notice of any item to be raised under 
agenda item 155/21 – two items were requested. 

 

145/21 Finance 
The finance report for July-August was received and the balance in the current account was 
noted as being £13,346.34 at the end of August.  The following payments were agreed: 

   Staff costs     £429.93   
   Brighstone Landscaping (grounds maintenance) £1,117.80  
   Brighstone Landscaping (grounds maint. extra) £168.00 
   Haseley Manor Functions (hall hire)  £75.00 
        

146/21 Planning and appeals  
 

Reference 21/01720/6PA 

Alternative Reference PP-10151854 

Application Received Wed 25 Aug 2021 

Address Greenacres Farm Burnt House Lane Arreton Newport Isle Of Wight PO30 2PN 

Proposal Agricultural prior notification for proposed barn 
 

It was agreed that there was no objection to this application.  However, it was agreed to 
support the comment from Island Roads regarding their request for a condition to tie the 
barn to the wider use of the farm and to prevent a separate sale.  It was also agreed to 
supplement this request with the addition of a condition of agricultural use only. 
 

i) To consider a request for support from a resident regarding an enforcement issue – the 
matter was discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk should write to Planning to request 
that the matter be investigated by the Enforcement as a priority within the boundaries of 
the COVID restrictions.  
 

ii) To consider action regarding the fixed advertising boards at Fighting Cocks Cross – it was 
agreed that the Clerk should write to the businesses who have erected signs at the 
crossroads to draw their attention to the need for planning permission if it has not already 
been requested. 
 



 

 

iii) To consider the conditions on various planning applications for works to the entrance to 
Cheeks Farm that have not, as yet, been fulfilled – it was agreed that the Clerk would check 
the conditions on the latest application. 
 

iv) To consider writing to the Planning Authority regarding provision for birds and current 
planning conditions with regard to former farm premises and agree on further action as 
necessary – it was agreed that the Clerk will contact the Planning department to investigate 
the feasibility of attaching such a condition to relevant applications and also to consider it as 
a comment for inclusion in the draft Island Planning Strategy. 
 

It was noted that Arreton Parish councillors have been invited to a meeting on the draft 
Planning Strategy by Newchurch Parish Council.  It will be held on Wednesday, September 
15th in Newchurch Parish Hall.  
  

147/21    Burial grounds 
 The Clerk presented proposed amendments to the burial regulations for the Councillors’ 
consideration.  The main changes were in relation to the ownership and maintenance of 
memorials and headstones.  It was also proposed to have two sets of regulations, one having 
more detail on the technicalities of burial for the undertakers.  The Councillors were 
requested to look at the proposals before a decision at the next meeting. 

 

148/21 Purchase of trees 
It was agreed that cherry trees for the Churchyard and Gore Cemetery could be purchased 
for planting in November up to a maximum cost of £300.00 – proposed Cllr Cooper, 
seconded Cllr Orchard.  Cllr Roberts offered to supply rabbit guards if required.  Cllrs 
Calloway and Verey will meet with the Burial Registrar to agree on the placement of the 
trees.   
 

149/21 Defibrillators 
There is a defibrillator at Broadfields Farm which the owner is willing to register.  The 
landlord of The Fighting Cocks is very interested in having one and Leslie’s Garage at 
Blackwater have also expressed an interest.  The Community Centre is another possible 
location.  Further discussion will take place at the next meeting. 
 

150/21 Flooding 
Several members of the public attended the meeting to discuss the flooding that occurred 
on July 25th.  It was agreed that the worst of the water came off the fields behind Carpenters 
Yard and adjacent houses rather than the road, as on previous occasions, or the stream itself.  
The flooding followed an hour of intense rainfall and severely affected several properties, 
especially as the stream was unable to cope with the resulting runoff.  There was also a 
problem with the silt caused by the loss of topsoil from the field.  It was agreed that the Clerk 
should contact the IW Council, as the lead local flood authority for the area, to investigate 
the occurrence.  One of the residents undertook to collect photographs and evidence for the 
Clerk to forward to the IW Council. 
 

151/21 Litter bins 
Cllr Calloway visited Arreton Barns to suggest the proposition that if the Parish Council 
provided litter bins at the bus stop would the Barns empty them?  At the request of the 
owner, the Clerk followed this up with an e-mail but nothing further has been heard.  Cllr 
Calloway will visit again. 
 

152/21 Post-lockdown community event 
It was agreed to move the suggested Barn Dance from October to November.  

 



 

 

153/21 Jubilee Beacon 
Following an invitation from Godshill Parish Council to join them in lighting a beacon to 
celebrate HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022, the Clerk was requested to ask for more 
details as to what Godshill were proposing.  It was also agreed to investigate lighting a 
beacon here in the Parish. 
 

154/21 To note the date of the next meeting, 11th October 2021 
Cllr Cooper sent his apologies in advance as he will be away. 

 

155/21 Any other matters raised by councillors for discussion only 
i) The application submitted by UKOG for an exploratory oil well will possibly come before 
the IW Council Planning Committee in October.  A representative of the Parish Council has 
the opportunity to speak, as does the Ward Councillor and a limited number of members of 
the public.  It was agreed that it would be a good idea to co-ordinate as far as possible so 
that repetition could be avoided and more information could be put forward. 
ii)  The subject of parking at the School was raised again.  It would appear that there may be 
a proposal in the offing to improve the parking and to get more cars off the road at busy 
times. 
 

There being nothing else raised, the meeting concluded at 9.18pm. 
 
Sheila Caws, Clerk to the Council                  15th September 2021 
Hillis Side, Rew Street, Gurnard, Isle of Wight PO31 8NW 
E-mail: arretonpc@outlook.com Telephone: 07587 008183 
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