
 

 

Minutes of a meeting of Arreton Parish Council held on-line on Monday 12th April 2021 at 7.30pm. 
 

Present: Cllrs Kimber, Calloway, Cooper, Dodson, Healy, Orchard, Roberts and Verey.  
 

In attendance: IWC Cllr Mosdell, Sheila Caws (Clerk) and two members of the public. 
 
A minute’s silence in memory of HRH the Duke of Edinburgh was held at the start of the Annual 
Parish Meeting, which preceded this meeting. 
 

054/21     Apologies for Absence 
    There were no apologies 

 

055/21     Questions from the public 
    There were no questions  
 

056/21      To receive and confirm the minutes of the previous meeting (8th March 2021) 
 The following changes were made to the minutes of March 8th, which were then confirmed 

and will be signed at a later date – proposed Cllr Healy, seconded Cllr Roberts.  Item (d) – Cllr 
Healy contacted Wightfibre and not the IW Council; item 043/21 – duplication of wording in 
the proposed submission to Planning; item 051/21 – the charity to which the donation is 
being made is the Children’s Air Ambulance. 

 

057/21    To receive regular reports 
(a) IWC Councillor – IWC Cllr Mosdell gave her final report before the local council elections in 

May.  There are new ward boundaries and therefore, if re-elected, she will not be 
representing Arreton in future.  Due to the elections, there is little to report and 
campaigning has been temporarily suspended due to the recent death of HRH the Duke of 
Edinburgh. 

 

Public Health is now much quieter and IWC Cllr Mosdell encouraged everyone to obtain 
lateral flow testing kits, which are available from Newclose Cricket Ground or The Heights 
in Sandown.  There is still a need to stop irresponsible behaviour, although she 
acknowledged that some people felt that they needed to keep working for financial reasons, 
although packages are available for the employed but not necessarily the self-employed.  
There has been a high uptake of the vaccination and the small number of eligible residents 
who have not yet been vaccinated are being contacted to see if the issue is one of reluctance 
or lack of transport for example. 

(b) Cemetery and Churchyard matters – see also the Chairman’s report. 
 

A tree has been planted in the Churchyard in memory of a recently deceased resident.  
Although there had been some initial correspondence regarding the request to do so, no 
final decision had been made and there is some concern that the site chosen without 
consultation may be too close to the boundary wall.  The Chairman will write to the 
residents involved. 
 

Further pest control work has been done in Gore Cemetery and the number of rabbits has 
considerably reduced but they have not yet been blocked out entirely. 

(c) Highways and footpaths – a letter has been received from the Secretary of the Methodist 
Church outlining parking problems in the layby outside the Church.  Some residents are 
parking there on an apparently permanent basis and the Parish Council was asked to 
consider support for possible further action.  This will be an agenda item next month.  Cllr 
Calloway will investigate as to whether the Church and Post Office still own the layby or 
whether it was gifted to the IW Council at the time it was created.  Also, the ‘Keep clear’ 
signs were not re-instated at access points within the layby when road re-surfacing was 
undertaken.  There is no doubt that extra parking facilities are required in Arreton. 



 

 

 

A request has been received from the Rights of Way Department for possible financial help 
for potential improvement works on a boggy section on Public Footpath A52/GL32 at the 
boundary with Rookley Parish, which have been requested by a member of the public.  The 
Chairman will request an estimate of possible costs and the request will be considered at a 
future meeting.  As it is an ancient roadway, an archaeological report might be useful before 
any work be done. 
 

  Fly-tipping is becoming a problem (see also the Chairman’s report) and the Clerk was 
requested to ask Island Roads to litter-pick in the Arreton Cross area.  It was noted that the 
Great British Clear-up is scheduled for the end of May and participation will be discussed at 
the next meeting.  It was also noted that the IW Council intends to hold a forum on waste 
and fly-tipping, possibly in June.  

 

  The Chairman has started walking Arreton footpaths and has put in some defect reports to 
Jennine Gardner.  There is nothing significant as they are mainly issues about stiles.  The 
Chairman was impressed as to how many of the farmers mark out footpaths with tractor 
tracks.  On the other hand. temporary protection of sewings using polythene sheeting is 
normally placed by farmers without consideration of footpaths.  In practice this is probably 
not a big problem, because those paths in the Parish which cross cultivated land are little 
used. 

  
  Island Roads have done some patching and repairs to the tarmac on the cycleway but there 

is much more to do and the quality of most of the repairs is not impressive. 
(d) Chairman’s report – it has been another quiet month with little to report. 

 

There was another attempt to block up rabbit holes at Gore, with the Chairman and 
Councillors Dodson, Roberts and Healy spending an hour or so trimming some of the hedge 
and filling in holes, most notably blocking what appeared to be a link on the southern edge 
to the Taylor’s field.  A couple of visits have been made since then and there has been little 
activity. 
 

Out walking the Arreton to Newport bridlepath last week, the Chairman came across a pile 
of dumped asbestos-cement sheeting, about 250m from Arreton Cross. This was reported 
to our County Councillor who has transmitted the report to the IW Council. 
Note – a reply was received to say that Island Roads would arrange for the safe removal of 
the material due to the nature of it, although it is not their direct responsibility as it is not 
on a highway. 
   
Island Roads have hopefully addressed the problem of standing water on the road adjacent 
to the Suzuki garage at Hale Common.  
 

The Great British Spring Clean is to take place from 28 May to 13 June. I would support the 
idea of participating – but it is scheduled for after the election and this best considered by 
the new Parish Council.  
  
Councillor Dodson will not be standing again in the upcoming elections and we are also 
losing our County Councillor due to the re-defining of electoral districts.  The Chairman 
thanked both of them for their contributions, not to mention the advice given and patience 
shown by our IW councillor.  It remains to be seen who will be elected to the new Parish 
Council.   
IWALC 
Apart from the routine items the Agenda covered: 

• The Governments Local Council Tax Support Grant was discussed. This is made to the IW 
Council and in prior years some money (£70k) from this was provided to the town and parish 



 

 

councils – but not this year although there is minimal impact on Arreton.  A press release 
was prepared and was in County Press last week. 

• The possibility of local councils funding planning officers to ensure planning issues in their 
areas was discussed at length.  The idea was dismissed partly on the somewhat cynical view 
that any money would disappear into the planning department’s pot. 

• The advertising of planning applications was raised again.  This has been raised with the 
planners and they are to reconsider. 

• Concerns were raised about inaccurate planning applications being submitted and ap-
proved, despite shortcomings.  It was agreed to make a list of these concerns and raise any 
issues with the IW Council following the elections. If any Councillors have concerns over this 
then please provide the Clerk and the Chairman with details. 

• There was irritation over the IW Council refusing to maintain land that it owned but was 
not properly maintaining – this was raised by Shalfleet PC and backed up by Wootton PC, 
which now has to maintain the local recreation ground.  There was much indignation and 
the matter will be followed up with the Council after the elections but it is not relevant to 
Arreton. 

 

Note – there will be no IWALC meeting in April and the Chairman commented that he found 
the meetings unstructured, as departures from the agenda happened too often, although 
the speakers were usually interesting. 

Cllr Cooper arrived at 7.57pm. 
(e) Meetings reports – Cllr Roberts attended a meeting of the South Wight Parishes Health and 

Well-being Forum on April 8th. 
 

There were two speakers, the first was Fiona Gwinette who is CEO of WightDASH, and of 
which Cllr Roberts has been a trustee for many years until last year.  Ms Gwinette explained 
that WightDASH supports vulnerable women and those with multiple disadvantages.  She 
explained how these women have often suffered from abuse as children and in adult life 
and also many of the men who inflict domestic abuse have suffered abuse of one sort of 
another themselves in childhood.  One of the very important courses that are run are about 
ACES (adverse childhood experience) which is very effective at helping women to 
understand their situation.  Also, they run Recovery Toolkit courses which are very effective 
in helping women overcome their situations. T hey are unable to run these courses for men 
at the moment, which would be very advantageous to stop the ongoing cycle of abuse.  They 
also support many women out in the community and have been doing so all through 
lockdown. WOW (Women on Wight) is also a project of WightDASH where women can meet 
other women in a safe space (in Newport) and have support through cooking, sewing, help 
with job interviews, applying for jobs and many other activities, in a completely non-
judgemental atmosphere and it is led by the needs of the women and what they are asking 
for.  To get in touch with WightDASH/WOW phone 01983 825981 and when WOW opens, 
which it is unable to at the moment, phone 01983 300423. 
 

The other speaker was Amy Logan, who is a veteran herself and who works for a charity 
only recently set up to deal on a one-to-one basis with people from the armed services who 
are suffering with any mental health issues, which is called All Call Signs. There are 2.4 
million veterans in the UK and 1 in 20 suffer from PTSD and drug and alcohol addiction and 
other conditions, often allied to PTSD.  If a veteran is suffering from any mental health issue, 
they can ring either 111 and say they are a veteran and need help with mental health issues 
and they should be referred to All Call Signs or HIS (High Intensity Service) which is allied to 
All Call Signs. Otherwise, the direct phone number is 023 9438 7924 and it is thus easy to 
self-refer. 

(f) Clerk’s report – Agenda and Minutes Record: the Clerk has not had any success with trying 
to ascertain the status of the Network Integrity Register but has not chased this due to lack 
of time this month. 
 



 

 

The Clerk contacted Planning regarding the status of redundant glasshouse sites and was 
informed that they are not considered to be brownfield sites due to the agricultural nature 
of their previous usage – this despite the industrial form of their infrastructure. 

 

Other matters: the planning applications for the time extensions on the solar farms near 
Blackwater were approved. 

 

All other matters are covered by agenda items or reports. 
 

The Clerk took the opportunity to thank the departing IWC Councillor, Clare Mosdell, for all 
her help and enthusiasm over the last four years.  Even in the depths of a pandemic, she 
was always on the end of an e-mail and usually able to come up with an answer.  Thanks 
were also given to Cllr Simon Dodson, whose help and sense of humour have been greatly 
appreciated. 

 
 

Councillors are reminded that pre-election ‘purdah’ began on March 22nd. 
 

058/21  To receive any declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interest and requests for 
dispensations under the Localism Act 2011. To give notice of any item to be raised under 
agenda item 065/21 – Cllr Roberts declared a non-pecuniary interest in the planning 
application for No.2 Heasley Cottages. 

 

059/21 Finance 
The finance report for March was received and the balance in the current account was 
noted as being £6,985.02 at the end of March.  The following payments were agreed: 

                Staff costs (salaries, expenses etc.)  £559.41 
   Wight Tactical (pest control)   £90.00 
   Children’s Air Ambulance (donation)  £50.00 
      

060/21     Planning and appeals 
 

Reference 21/00432/RVC 

Alternative Reference PP-09550989 

Application Received Mon 01 Mar 2021 

Address Land adjacent to Hale Manor Farm Hale Common Arreton Isle of Wight 

Proposal Variation of condition 1 on P/00942/16 to allow extension to time limit for 
completion 

 

Reference 21/00571/HOU 

Alternative Reference Not Available 

Application Received Mon 15 Mar 2021 

Address 2 Heasley Cottages Shepherds Lane Arreton Newport Isle of Wight PO30 3AW 

Proposal Proposed two storey side extension; alterations; detached garage 
 

Reference 21/00587/HOU 

Alternative Reference PP-09630388 

Application Received Tue 16 Mar 2021 

Address Sanbara Chapel Lane Merstone Arreton Newport Isle of Wight PO30 3DD 



 

 

Proposal Proposed alterations and extensions to existing bungalow to form a chalet 
bungalow; single storey extension and conversion of existing garage to form 
additional living accommodation (revised scheme) 

 

It was agreed that there were no objections to the applications for a variation of condition 1 
on P/00942/16 or to the extension and new garage at 2 Heasley Cottages.  
 

With regard to the application for alterations at Sanbara, it was agreed that the revisions to 
the previous application were insignificant and therefore insufficient to warrant a change of 
opinion.  It was agreed that the original grounds for objection still stood. 
 

061/21    Burial Regulations 
The Burial Regulations were agreed, subject to a thorough review in the summer. 

 

062/21    Concrete planter 
   The temporary bus stop sign has now been removed from the stop at Arreton Barns and 

there is room for a replacement planter.  It was previously agreed to remove the one from 
outside Spreets Rew and the Clerk will initially contact Island Roads to see if they are able to 
help.  Other suggestions were made and the Clerk will follow these up if necessary. 

 

063/21 Local elections 
Following the closing date for nominations, there will be no election for members of the 
Parish Council as only seven names were received for eight seats. 
 

064/21 To note the date of the next meeting, 17th May 2021 
This will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and will be held a week later than usual 
owing to the elections.  It is intended to hold this meeting in person at Haseley Manor Barn 
but this will be confirmed nearer the time. 

 

065/21 Any other matters raised by councillors for discussion only 
Nothing was raised.  
 

There being nothing else raised, the meeting concluded at 9.05pm. 
 
Sheila Caws, Clerk to the Council                              14th April 2021 
Hillis Side, Rew Street, Gurnard, Isle of Wight PO31 8NW 
E-mail: arretonpc@outlook.com Telephone: 07587 008183 
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................................................................................................... Date 
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