
 

 

Arreton Parish Council Newsletter 

March 2021 

Spring is springing and Easter is almost upon us.  Hopefully, as lockdown conditions are eased, 
we will be able to get out and about more and meet with other people – always mindful of social 
distancing etc.  I, for one, am looking forward to a much-needed haircut (April) and a chance to 
visit my daughter and family on the mainland (May). 
 

Parish Council news 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday, April 12th at 7.30pm on-line.  
This will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm, where the Chairman reports on the 
activities of the Parish Council in the last year (or two in this case, as there was no meeting last 
year).  It is your chance to question us about what we have done or maybe have not done or let 
us know your ideas for the future.  Unfortunately, we cannot offer refreshments as we normally 
would, so please bring your own!  Please contact the Clerk for information on how to attend – 
contact details are at the end of this newsletter. 
 

Budget 
The budget for the next financial year has been set and you will be pleased to know that the 
Parish Council has not increased their precept.  Unfortunately, you probably will not notice as 
there is an increase in the IW Council figure, not to mention the Police and the Fire Brigade.  In 

addition, there used to be a grant from the Government that was 
passed on to the town and parish councils that contributed to their 
precept total.  That is not happening this year but will not make a 
significant difference in Arreton as the total amount last year was 
£77.00, which amounted to about 15p per household for the year.  

 

Elections 
As you are no doubt aware by now, elections will take place for both the IW Council and the town 
and parish councillors.  Here in Arreton we have eight councillors and seven of them are standing 
again.  Cllr Simon Dodson has decided that, regretfully, he cannot stand again as work 
commitments, which were non-existent during lockdown, have now stacked up and will prevent 
his attendance at too many meetings next year.  We will be sorry to see him leave as he has made 
a great contribution during his time in office and we hope that he will be able to return at some 
point in the future. 
 

Should anyone wish to stand for election as a Parish Councillor in Arreton, then please contact 
the Clerk, who can send you the appropriate paperwork (arretonpc@outlook.com or 07587 
008183).  Applications need to be received by the IW Council by 4pm on Thursday, April 8th 2021. 
  

You must meet the following conditions:- 
▪ Be a British citizen, or a citizen of the Commonwealth or the European Union 
▪ Be at least 18 on the day that he or she is nominated as a candidate 
▪ Be a registered local government elector within the parish 
▪ Be a resident in the parish, or within three miles of the parish, or working full time in the 

parish for at least 12 months prior to the nomination or election day. 
 

A person is disqualified from holding office as a parish or town councillor if: 
▪ They hold a paid office, or other place of profit in the council 
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▪ They are the subject of a bankruptcy restriction order or interim order 
▪ They have been convicted of a criminal offence and sentenced to more than 3 months 

imprisonment within the last five years 
▪ They incur illegal expenditure (when acting as a councillor) of over £2,000, or are found 

guilty of using corrupt or illegal practices 
 

Projects 
Last year our main project was the replacement of the rabbit-proof fence around Gore Cemetery.  
Unfortunately, this has not proved entirely successful on the south side where the land drops 
away and so further measures are being considered to solve that.  The main problem with the 
rabbits is their potential to undermine the headstones, which could become very expensive. 
 

Next year’s projects involve both the Cemetery and the Churchyard.  Firstly, we will be having 
some work done on three of the larger tombs in the Churchyard, one of which has been taped 
off for some time.  The money for this was ring-fenced a 
year or two back, as it took a long time to get permission 
from the Diocese to undertake the work.  However, this 
should now happen fairly early in the new financial year and 
will be undertaken by GJ Banks, who are specialists in this 
type of work.  Wight Stonemasonry will also be undertaking 
work in the northern part of the Churchyard to straighten 
some of the leaning headstones and make safe some of the 
crosses. 
 

The new project for next year is to plant more trees.  As noted in the last newsletter, initially 
there will be some new planting on the Cemetery and cherry tree saplings will be planted in the 
Churchyard to eventually replace the existing trees when they come to end of their natural lives.  
The intention is to extend this project to other areas of the Parish in years to come but it was 
thought best to roll it out in manageable proportions.  
 

The Children’s Air Ambulance 
The Parish Council recently received a request for a donation from this 
charity and has agreed to give a small sum of money.  However, it is not a 
charity that we have come across before and is obviously relevant to the 
Island and so here is some information about them.  

 

The Children’s Air Ambulance is an intensive care, life-saving transfer service for neonates, 
babies and children.  The Children's Air Ambulance is the only facility of its kind in the UK, 
transferring critically ill babies and children from local or general hospitals to specialist paediatric 
care units when they are too ill to travel by road, often serving families on the Isle of Wight, with 
our two specially adapted intensive care helicopters covering the whole country.  The charity 
works with specialist NHS clinical partners across the UK but receives no NHS or government 
funding, and thus is totally reliant upon fundraising and the generosity and support of the 
community, general public and corporate organisations to keep its helicopters flying to help save 
young lives.  Please click on the link below for a patient story from the Isle of Wight which might 
be of interest. 
 

https://theairambulanceservice.org.uk/stories/blaizes-story/ 
 

Exercise 
Attention has been drawn to the following website that those of you who get out and about may 
be interested in. 
 

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks? 
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Walking in the Isle of Wight www.walkinginengland.co.uk/wight is the website for you!  
 

With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, contact details 
for all the walking groups in the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on your own 
or with a group all the information is there in one place. 
 

John said ‘There is so much walking information on the web but it is difficult to find. Walking in 
the Isle of Wight (part of the Walking in England suite of websites 
(www.walkinginengland.co.uk)  – one for each county in England) has brought it together in one 
place so whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk 
suitable for you’. 
 

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long and a note of suitability for pushchairs and 
wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy. 
 

So, home or away, check out the websites and get walking! 
 

John Harris 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk 
email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk 
 

Beavers 
Some of you may have heard of a proposed project to release beavers into the Eastern Yar valley.  
The intention is to do so downstream of Arreton in the Hampshire and IW Wildlife Trust’s nature 

reserve in Newchurch Parish.  However, as there are implications for 
those who live upstream, the Parish Council is taking an interest and 
has asked to be included in discussions.  Jamie Marsh, from the 
HIWWT, gave a short presentation at the last PC meeting and 
ultimately, the decision will be up to DeFRA, who license such 

activities.  There is nothing to report at present other than the intention but we will keep you 
informed. 
 

Arreton water supply issues 
Many residents in Arreton lost water for around 24 hours a couple of weeks back as a result of a 
burst pipe.  Any of a water utility’s customers who suffer an unplanned loss of supply for more 
than 12 hours are entitled to compensation.  This should happen automatically.  Full details of 
Southern Water’s compensation scheme are included in the other newsletter being sent to you 
 

Finally … 
The Chairman, Councillors and Clerk of Arreton Parish Council would like to wish you all a Happy 
Easter. 
 

 
 
 
 
PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT DETAILS 
Chairman: Cllr Martin Kimber – martinkimberapc@gmail.com  
Clerk: Mrs Sheila Caws -  arretonpc@outlook.com     07587 008183  
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