
 

 

Presentation from the Hampshire and IW Wildlife Trust on the proposed release of beavers in the 

Eastern Yar – 8th March 2021 

 

Mr Jamie Marsh from the HIWWT gave a short presentation to the Parish Council at their monthly 

meeting on the proposal to release beavers in the Eastern Yar.  He outlined the necessary process that 

will be undertaken with Natural England and DeFRA to obtain a licence for the release – the final 

decision will be taken by DeFRA.  A project officer will be appointed shortly on a 12-month contract 

and a consultation will be undertaken with the local community, statutory bodies and experts.  He 

outlined the benefits of beavers to the local ecosystem with water catchment, flood storage and 

defences. 

An initial survey found the Eastern Yar to be the most suitable area in terms of the habitat and food 

supply, which could support a number of beaver families.  Only one or two pairs would be released at 

the most. 

The Chairman, Cllr Kimber, noted that this was a feasibility study at present. 

Questions were taken and the main concern was the monitoring and management of potential 

flooding.  There is currently a lot of capacity to store flood water in the Yar basin but multiple 

modifications mean that the river has lost its connection with the flood plain.  Problem beaver dams 

can be removed if necessary or pipes placed through them to alleviate any flooding.  Concern was 

expressed that the Sandown end of the valley is the lowest point and it is already under water for 

about six months of the year.  At present, the water flows down to the lowest point and collects there 

as the river is channelled and has steep banks.  It will be essential to restore meanders to the river and 

replace the ditch lines.  The Victorian flood management system has either been lost or decayed.  The 

HIWWT has a reserve in the area but does not own all the flood plain.  The cycletrack stops the river 

meandering to the east and now floods regularly every three to four years.  The track would have to 

be monitored for undermining.  Beavers do not build dams constantly but only to allow underwater 

access to their lodges.   

The project must contain an exit strategy to stop the work and to trap and remove the animals if 

necessary.  An open release is favoured as there have been problems with closed releases.  Advice on 

tree protection would be necessary and there is a question mark over who would pay for damage.  

Control of the spread of beavers over the Island would depend on available habitat but there is room 

for at least seven families to live comfortably.  Food is the biggest requirement and a meeting will be 

held with the NFU to discuss potential problems with crops.  A stewardship scheme to encourage local 

farmers not to farm the flood plain but to manage important areas would be beneficial.  The similarity 

of the soil structure upstream of the proposed site to Devon and Dorset was noted and an approach 

will be made to the Devon Wildlife Trust, as there has been an enclosed beaver release on the River 

Otter.   

Mr Marsh was thanked for the presentation and any further questions will be forwarded to him. 

  


