
 

 

Arreton Parish Council Newsletter 

November 2020 – Covid and Council edition  

I thought it best to issue two editions this time – one with the Parish Council news and this one 
with all the Covid 19 and IW Council news.  As you are aware, we are now in a second lockdown 
but the good news is that we still have volunteers in the Parish who are willing to help with 
shopping, prescription collections etc.  The Council phone number remains the same – 01983 
823600 – but should you prefer, you can ring Cllr Simon Dodson direct on 07973 323560 or e-
mail him at simon.dodsonapc@gmail.com  I have previously circulated the latest Covid 19 
information from the IW Council and so I won’t repeat that here. 
 

Prescriptions 
The following information is from Community Action IW:- 
 

“All pharmacies and dispensing doctors in England will be required to ensure patients on the Shielded 
Patient List who require support to obtain medication receive their medicines at home and this delivery 
should be free.  There is further information here (NHS link) which also explains the use of volunteers to 
deliver on pharmacies’ behalf and this is summarised below. 
 

• Where there is no family, friend, neighbour or carer, the pharmacy team must advise the patient 
of the potential for a local volunteer to act on their behalf who can collect the patient’s prescription 
and deliver it to them. This must include local provision of volunteers and NHS Volunteer 
Responders, where either are available.   

 

• Where a volunteer is to be used, the pharmacist must be satisfied that the volunteer is an 
appropriate person to deliver medicines to the patient. Volunteers should not deliver Schedule 2 
and 3 Controlled Drugs and pharmacists should use their professional judgement to determine 
whether it is appropriate for a volunteer to deliver Schedule 4 or 5 Controlled Drugs. 

 

• Where there is no volunteer available who can deliver the medicine(s) to the patient in the 
timescale that they are required, the pharmacy contractor must ensure that eligible patients get 
their prescription delivered. This can be done in one of the following ways: 

i. deliver the medicine themselves as part of the Advanced Service; 
ii. arrange for another pharmacy to deliver it on their behalf as part of the Advanced Service; 
iii. arrange for the prescription to be dispensed and delivered by another pharmacy under 
the terms of the Advanced Service. 

 
Bird Flu 
As if it’s not bad enough with Covid, we now have our feathered friends adding to our problems! 
 

Bird flu restrictions apply to anyone keeping poultry, including pets 
 

The government has declared nationwide restrictions to protect poultry from an outbreak of avian 
influenza (bird flu).  Anyone keeping even a few birds, including 
chickens, ducks and geese, is now legally obliged to follow the new 
requirements which are designed to keep domestic birds from 
coming into contact with wild birds, helping to keep them safe from 
infection.  
 
Public Health England advises that the risk to public health from the 
virus is very low and the Food Standards Agency advises that avian 
influenzas pose a very low food safety risk for UK consumers.  
Properly cooked poultry and poultry products, including eggs, are still 
safe to eat. 

 

It is important to control this disease not only for the welfare of wild and domestic birds but also because in 
rare cases, the disease can affect humans, although so far there are no known cases in this country.  The 
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UK Government has declared a Nationwide Prevention Zone.  This means anyone who keeps poultry 
(including pets) must: 

• Ensure the areas where birds are kept are unattractive to wild birds, for example by netting ponds, 
and by removing wild bird food sources; 

• Feed and water birds in enclosed areas to discourage wild birds; 

• Minimise movement in and out of bird enclosures; 

• Clean and disinfect footwear and keep areas where birds live clean and tidy; 

• Reduce any existing contamination by cleansing and disinfecting concrete areas, and fencing off 
wet or boggy areas. 

The Isle of Wight Council will be directly contacting owners with larger flocks, but the new rules apply to 
everybody, right across the Island, even if they only have a few birds.  Anybody who keeps poultry, including 
chickens, ducks and geese, should check the Government website for updates and full information on the 
new rules 
 
Scams 

No newsletter of this nature would be complete without some reference to the latest scam!  This 
comes courtesy of Community Action IW. 
 

Subject: Support Scheme Grant Extension - The grant has been approved ID: 65228 (or other 
number) 
 
Body of the email: 
 
Support Scheme Grant Extension 
 
The UK Government recognises the continued impact that coronavirus (COVID-19) has had and 
has taken action to provide support. The Support Scheme Grant Extension provides critical 
support in the form of two grants, each available for three month periods. 
 
The first grant will cover a three-month period and will be capped at £3,750 in total. 
 
The scheme for government grant has been approved for [email address of the recipient]. 
 
The money are set to land in your bank accounts within six working days of making the claim. 
 
Claim now > [link to the scamming site to get your bank information] 

 
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 
 

The following comes from the HMRC:- 
 

The Chancellor has announced that CJRS will be extended until the end of March 2021 for all parts of the 
UK.  For claim periods running to 31 January 2021, the UK Government will pay 80% of employees’ usual 
wages for hours not worked, up to a cap of £2,500 per month.  The UK Government will review the policy 
in January to decide whether economic circumstances are improving enough to ask employers to contribute 
more.  It was also confirmed that the Job Retention Bonus will no longer be paid in February 2021, as CJRS 
will be available at that time.  An alternative retention incentive will be put in place at the appropriate time. 
 
What you need to do now 
If you intend to claim under the CJRS, please look at information published on how you can check if 
you’re eligible to claim, and what you need to agree with your employees. You can find this on GOV.UK 
by searching 'Extension to the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme'.  This latest information applies for 
CJRS claim periods from 1 November 2020. The final date for claims for the period up to 31 October is 
still 30 November 2020. 
The full guidance for claims from November onwards, including more information on how to calculate a 
claim, was published on GOV.UK on Tuesday 4th November and claims can be made from 11 November 
2020. 
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Further support 
Guidance and live webinars offering you more support on changes to CJRS, and how they affect you, are 
available to book online – go to GOV.UK and search 'help and support if your business is affected by 
coronavirus'.  Our phone lines and webchat remain very busy, so the quickest way to find the support you 
need is on GOV.UK. This will leave our phone lines and webchat service open for those who need them 
most. 
 

Protect yourself from scams    
Stay vigilant about scams, which may mimic government messages as a way of appearing authentic. 
Search 'scams' on GOV.UK for information on how to recognise genuine HMRC contact. You can also 
forward suspicious emails claiming to be from HMRC to phishing@hmrc.gov.uk and texts to 60599.    
Access the National Cyber Security Centre’s new guide on how to stay secure online and protect yourself 
or your business against cyber-crime by searching 'Cyber Aware' on GOV.UK. 

 
IW Council 
Statement on second national lockdown  

"We will continue to do all we can to support residents, businesses and communities and to 
continue delivering vital public services during lockdown."  That's the message from the leader of 
the Isle of Wight Council as the country prepares to enter a second lockdown on Thursday (5 
November) due to rising levels of coronavirus (Covid-19). 
 

Councillor Dave Stewart again urged everyone to play their part in doing all they can to reduce the 
spread of the virus, protect the NHS and protect one another. 
He said: "As a council we recognise the impact a new lockdown will have on our businesses and 
community.  We will be doing everything we possibly can to passport government support to 
businesses as quickly as possible.  We have already increased the resources in our helpline 
service (823600) for residents and anyone who has any concerns should make contact with us as 
soon as possible.  
 

“I know this is yet another enormous ask of our community, but I know it is up for the challenge 
and we will do everything we can in support. Let's do what we should, not what we could.  
Throughout this pandemic, Islanders, businesses and communities have come together and shown 
a collective public spirit and determination to curb the spread of the virus and protect not only 
themselves, but their neighbours and loved ones.  We need this to continue and we can’t afford to 
be complacent as we head into the winter. As a council, we will continue to work closely with our 
partners, agencies and businesses to #keeptheislandsafe#.  Councillor Stewart added: "When we 
get more details from government about what financial support will be available for businesses, 
we’ll be letting people know how they can access this as soon as possible.” 
 

Simon Bryant, the Island's director of public health, said the announcement by the Prime Minister 
on Saturday night was a further reminder that Covid-19 was still present and was a very real public 
health threat.  He said: "Despite everyone’s best efforts, we cannot escape the fact that cases on 
the Island are increasing just as they are on the mainland. 
"At the start of September, our seven-day rate of new infections was 3.1 cases per 100,000 
population but we have seen a significant rise and that figure is now 38.8 cases per 100,000.”  
 

This new lockdown should give us the opportunity to reduce the transmission of the virus on the 
Island and help to keep our community safe during the difficult winter months ahead.  It gives the 
Island, with its still relatively low rate of cases, a significant opportunity to reduce our rates and 
protect our population.  But to do so we must follow the rules set out, especially not mixing 
households in a private setting and always remembering the behaviours of hands face space." 
 
The council is currently assessing the available guidance and further information will be provided 
on its website as well as on social media. People can also sign up to receive the council's digital 
newsletter for updates.   
For the latest government information see: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  
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Isle of Wight Council statement on cross-Solent travel 
Isle of Wight Council leader, Dave Stewart, said: "The government has provided a very clear 
message about people continuing to travel for work and medical needs, but that travel for holidays 
and visits should cease. 
 

"We know that travel connections with the mainland are vital to the Island’s resilience and the 
wellbeing of its community at this time.  Food, fuel, medical supplies and materials need to be 
maintained, as does the availability of mainland healthcare; keyworkers traveling to support the 
community, and for commuters travelling to and from work.  The ferries also carry all of the goods 
we might purchase online while non-essential retail is closed. The Island needs to have services 
open for these reasons.           
 

"The ferry operators are very active in working with the council to dissuade people from travelling 
that do not need to do so and this will be helped by the government’s clear guidance that people 
should not travel for holidays or to visit second homes.  The ferry operators and the council are 
unable to police each individual reason for travel and have to rely on everyone obeying the 
lockdown laws.  Additional restrictions such as temperature testing on passengers have been 
considered and discounted because only a Covid-19 test can determine whether a person has an 
infection and many people show no symptoms at all.  We are working with the operators to 
understand the impact that lockdown will have on service schedules and on ensuring that we have 
services provided to and from the Island." 
 
 
  

 

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT DETAILS 
Chairman: Cllr Martin Kimber – martinkimberapc@gmail.com  
Clerk: Mrs Sheila Caws -  arretonpc@outlook.com     07587 008183  
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