
Minutes of a meeting of Arreton Parish Council held on Monday 9th July, 2018 at Arreton Community Hall 
at 7.10pm.   

 
Present: Cllrs Thirkettle, Calloway, Cooper, Kimber and Orchard  

 

In attendance: IWC Cllr Mosdell and Sheila Caws (Clerk)  
 
117/18 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Hayden (unwell) 
 
118/18 Questions from the public 

   There were no questions  
 

119/18 To receive and confirm the minutes of the previous meeting (11th June) 
An amendment was made to 113/18 where the figure to be offered should read £150.00.  The 
minutes of the meeting held on June 11th were then confirmed and signed – proposed Cllr Kimber, 
seconded Cllr Orchard.   

 
 120/18 To receive regular reports 

(a) IWC Councillor – IWC Cllr Mosdell reported that a number of abandoned cars in the Merstone 
area had been reported to her and the cases of five of them were to be taken further.  It was 
agreed that the Clerk and IWC Cllr Mosdell should copy each other in to communications on 
the subject to avoid duplication of effort in future. 
IWC Cllr Mosdell had attended the recent Environmental Conference organised by the IW 
Council and found it very good. 

 7.18pm – Cllr Cooper arrived. 
Rights of Way are working to divert footpath A22 (from Macketts Lane to Budbridge) as it is 
boggy for much of the year. 
It is hoped that a solution will be found to the problem of the traffic lights at the Hare and 
Hounds but there is a backlog of requests at Island Roads due to staff sickness. 

(b) Cemetery and Churchyard matters – nothing to report   
(c) Highways and footpaths – Cllr Orchard reported that the footpath at Blackwater opposite the 

farm shop has now been upgraded along its entire length. 
The Clerk reported that Island Roads had declined to clear the drain outside the Cemetery 
gates as they claimed it was blocked due to a problem inside the Cemetery.  The Clerk will 
dispute this.  

(d) IWALC/Chairman’s report – the Chairman began by expressing the sympathy of the Parish 
Council to Mrs Urry on the death of her husband, who had been a stalwort of the village for 
many years.  The Clerk will send a card. 
The Chairman has attended several meetings recently, including one for Age Friendly Island.  
This was very poorly attended, which is unusual.  It was noted that both Red Funnel and 
Wightlink offer concessions to those travelling for hospital appointments and also to the 
person accompanying them.  This is normally for foot passengers but occasionally for cars. 
It was reported at the Community Waste Forum meeting that Amey are still struggling to find a 
solution to successfully collecting garden waste.  Various systems have been tried but none has 
been totally successful. 
At the recent quarterly meeting between the IW Council and the town and parish councils, IWC 
Cllr Stewart, on behalf of the IW Council, promised that town and parish councils would be 
given copies of the Network Integrity Register (previously the Community Highways Fund) list 
for them to prioritise outstanding work in their areas, although no time scale was mentioned. 
There was nothing to report from IWALC.  
The recent Open Gardens Day in the village raised £1,500.00 to be shared between the Scouts 
and Relate. 



 
(e) Clerk’s report – Agenda and Minutes Record: the Clerk has produced a flyer regarding the bus 

stop in Merstone but has not yet printed and distributed it. 
 

The Clerk has contacted the School about various issues, most of which are on the agenda, and 
has received a positive response regarding Isle of Wight Day. 
 

The Clerk has received a response regarding the drain at the Cemetery but this was discussed 
under the Highways report. 
 

Other matters: the planning applications for Topline (Extrudawood), Rose Barn, 10 Dovecotes 
and Mountalifan Stables have all been approved. 
 

There were no requests for an election to fill the casual vacancy and so the Clerk has posted 
notices on the boards and the website, plus an item in the Local section of the County Press, to 
ask for volunteers to be considered for co-option.  Members are requested to give the matter 
some thought. 
 

The Clerk has contacted the Police again regarding one of the cars at Merstone as the rear 
offside window had been broken and it would appear that vehicle is being used as a rubbish 
bin.  An acknowledgement has been received. 
 

The Chairman and the Clerk attended the quarterly meeting between the IW Council and the 
town and parish councils.  The two items on the agenda were the roll-out of Universal Credit 
and the Boundary Commission Review.  Most town and parish councils could not see what the 
first item had to do with them and the second item did not say anything new but it was helpful 
to see the maps on a larger scale.  The turnout was poor, which may be explained by the 
content of the agenda.  There was some useful information on the Network Integrity Register, 
when the local councils will be given the opportunity to prioritise works requested in their area 
but no date has been given for when this may happen. 
 

121/18 To receive any declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interest and requests for   
dispensations under the Localism Act 2011. To give notice of any item to be raised under agenda 
item 116/18    
 Cllr Calloway requested an item. 

 
122/18  Finance 
  The finance report for June was agreed and the balance in the current account was £17,933.95 
  The following payments were agreed:- 

   Staff costs     £402.65 
   

123/18  Planning and Appeals 
 To consider any applications recently received:-  
 

Application No Location Proposal 

TCP/20109/N 
- P/00657/18 
 

former, Merstone Valley 
Nurseries, Merstone 
Lane, Merstone, Newport, 
Isle of Wight, PO303DE 

Demolition of glasshouses; Outline for 6 dwellings 

TCP/14917/P 
- P/00672/18 
 

Bridge House, Budbridge 
Lane, Merstone, Newport, 
Isle of Wight, PO303DH 

Householder Application - Proposed front entrance porch and side 
extension to form Orangery 

TCP/17657/R 
- P/00430/18 
 

Horringford Gardens, 
Middle Barn, Horringford, 

Change of use of storage barn to form a dwelling including alterations 
to roof and single storey extension; change of use of land to residential 

https://www.iwight.com/planning/AppDetails3.aspx?frmId=34443
https://www.iwight.com/planning/AppDetails3.aspx?frmId=34443
https://www.iwight.com/planning/AppDetails3.aspx?frmId=34392
https://www.iwight.com/planning/AppDetails3.aspx?frmId=34392
https://www.iwight.com/planning/AppDetails3.aspx?frmId=34390
https://www.iwight.com/planning/AppDetails3.aspx?frmId=34390


Newport, Isle of Wight, 
PO30 3AP 

garden; change of use of shed to ancillary domestic storage; removal 
of mobile (revised plans)(revised description)(readvertised application) 

TCP/29995/C 
- P/00648/18 
 

Stoneshells Nursery, 
Bathingbourne Lane, 
Bathingbourne, Sandown, 
Isle of Wight, PO360LU 

Householder Application - Demolition of conservatory; proposed 
single/two storey extension; alterations; porch 

 

After a discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council had no objection to the applications for 
Stoneshells Nursery, Middle Barn or Bridge House.  With regard to the application for Merstone 
Valley Nurseries, the members agreed that whilst they supported the principle of the use of this 
site for housing, they had reservations about this particular application, particularly as there was an 
inadequate level of detail.  A more in-depth ecological survey was requested, as well as an 
archaeological one.  Also, whilst a mix of housing was mentioned, only one floor plan was given.  Of 
this mix, two of the six were three-bed semi-detached and the rest were four-bed detached.  The 
Parish Council feel that this is a missed opportunity to provide the two-bed homes that are needed, 
as shown by the Housing Need Survey. 

 
124/18 Grounds Maintenance 

Cllr Calloway suggested that there should be some means of signing-in when Brighstone 
Landscaping cut the grass at the Cemetery and the Churchyard.  It was agreed that any such 
condition should be written in to the next tender, which was due for renewal in March 2019.  
Various suggestions were made such as a chalk board in the Cemetery hut although anything 
similar at the Churchyard would probably have to be in the Church porch, with the PCC’s 
permission.  E-mails or texts were other possibilities.  

 
125/18 Burial grounds 

The annual inspection of the burial grounds took place before the meeting.  The main issue in the 
Cemetery was the proliferation of rabbit holes.  It was agreed to ask if permission could be given to 
go on to Perreton land again to cull the rabbits and the previous permit holder would be asked if he 
was willing to undertake the task again. 
Wight Stonemasonry will be asked to look at the lettering on the wall of God’s Garden to see if it 
needs re-cutting under the terms of the Wyld Trust. 
Brighstone Landscaping would be asked to shovel up the chaff at the gate. 
The Clerk will contact the Forge at Whippingham regarding the metal surrounds on some of the 
endowed graves and Brighstone Landscaping to trim the yew tree and reposition the sign.  
The Clerk will suggest to the PCC that they might like to contact Island Roads to see if the path to 
the Church door could be re-instated under their volunteer scheme. 
It was suggested that a working party be held to tidy up the area around the Burma Star burials. 

 
126/18 New Data Protection Regulations  

The Chairman asked everyone to look at the documents prior to the next meeting when they will 
be considered for approval.  The Clerk will look in to having ‘.gov’ e-mail addresses, which is 
considered to be best practice and will also request a free ‘health check’ with PC Consultants.  

 The Clerk expressed her thanks to Cllr Kimber for his work.  
 
127/18 Table top tombs 

The Parochial Church Council will start the process of applying for a faculty at their next meeting.  
The Clerk will put a notice on the website to see if any of the descendants of the occupants of the 
tombs have any objection to the work being undertaken. 

 
 
 

https://www.iwight.com/planning/AppDetails3.aspx?frmId=34391
https://www.iwight.com/planning/AppDetails3.aspx?frmId=34391


128/18 Bus hardstanding 
The Clerk has produced a flyer to ask the residents how often they use the bus stop but has not yet 
distributed it. 

  
129/18 IW Literary Festival Schools’ Programme 

The Clerk has contacted the PTA to see if they can make up the shortfall in funding but has not yet 
received a reply.  She will contact the organisers to inform them of our offer. 

 
130/18 Battle of Britain memorial stone 

The Clerk has been contacted again by the Battle of Britain Historical Association with the costs of 
the project and a request for help with funding.  It was agreed that £150.00 should be donated.  
The Association also asked for suggestions of local firms that might contribute and the Clerk will 
send a list.     

 
131/18 World War I centenary 

A meeting has been arranged with the School in early September to discuss arrangements and the 
Vicar has also requested a meeting. 

 
132/18 To note the date of the next meeting, 10th September 2018 
 
133/18 Any other matters raised by Councillors for discussion only 

Cllr Calloway reported that she had attended the infrastructure session organised by the IW Council 
the previous week.  One concern was parking and traffic around village schools. 
 

134/18 To pass a resolution to exclude the public and press under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies    
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to discuss confidential matters 

i) Arreton Post Office and Stores – the Chairman reported that the Post Office and Stores 
is up for sale and that the Postmaster has to give three months’ notice.  Both sale and rent 
are possibilities. 
ii) The Burial Registrar is still considering her options. 

 
There being nothing else raised, the meeting concluded 9.13pm 
 

 
Sheila Caws, Clerk to the Council 
Hillis Side, Rew Street, Gurnard, Isle of Wight PO31 8NW 

E-mail: arretonpc@outlook.com Telephone: 07587 008183                                     11th July 2018 

 
 
 
....................................................................................................     Chairman 
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